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The King Beneath the Palm Branches — From “Welcoming Cries”

Pastor Zijin Jiang 4/1 /2026 Prayer Meeting Devotion

Scripture:
(Matthew 21:5-9)

“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the
foal of a donkey.””

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.
They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road.

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”
(“Hosanna” originally means “save us,” but here it is a cry of praise.) “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Palm Sunday presents a powerful and tension-filled scene: as Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (cf. Gospel of Matthew 21:9). Waving palm branches, they
welcomed Him as a king. Yet beneath this enthusiastic reception lay a partial understanding. They were
expecting political deliverance—a revolutionary leader who would free Israel from Roman oppression.
What they did not fully grasp was that Jesus came to bring redemption through the cross and victory
through His sacrifice.

The same crowd that waved palm branches would, just days later, cry out, “Crucify Him!” Their problem
was not a lack of passion, but a lack of true understanding and acceptance of the King who came to die
for them.

In Israel’s history and faith, palm branches are not merely symbols of welcome; they carry deep spiritual
meaning.

First, palm branches symbolize God’s abundant provision and rest.

During the Exodus journey, the Israelites came to Elim, where there were “twelve springs of water and
seventy palm trees” (cf. Book of Exodus 15:27). There, they experienced a transition from bitterness to
sweetness and received God’s provision and rest. The palm tree became a sign of God’s grace—when
His people were weary and thirsty, He Himself provided for them. The same is true today. True rest is
not found in changing circumstances, but in entering into Christ. Only in Him can our spiritual thirst be
satisfied.

Second, palm branches symbolize divine kingship.



In the temple, palm trees were carved into the walls (cf. First Book of Kings 6:29), representing God’s
glory and reign. Palm branches are not only for celebration, but also for acknowledging kingship. When
the crowds cried “Hosanna,” they were proclaiming the arrival of a king—but they desired a king who
would act according to their will, rather than the Messiah who fully obeyed God’s purpose. True
salvation begins with recognizing Christ’s lordship—not asking Him to fulfill our plans, but surrendering
our lives to His kingdom.

Third, palm branches symbolize obedience to God’s Word and true victory.

In Israel’s festivals, such as the Feast of Tabernacles (cf. Book of Leviticus 23:40), the people took palm
branches and rejoiced before the Lord. This was not only celebration, but also an act of obedience to
God’s command. Thus, palm branches represent a life willing to follow God’s Word. True victory is not
outward success, but inward faithfulness in obeying His Word.

Therefore, true salvation and victory rest on three things:
Accepting His lordship — letting Him reign;

Obeying His Word — letting Him lead,;

Entering His rest — finding satisfaction in Him.

May our “Palm Sunday” not be merely a moment of emotional expression or remembrance, but a
lifelong spiritual testimony—of a person who truly belongs to Christ, lives under His authority, and finds
restin Him.



